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Executive Summary
This report examines the 2022 Kenya general 
elections, focusing on violence and security. It is 
informed by long-term monitoring by the Centre for 
Human Rights and Policy Studies (CHRIPS). Previous 
reports are available here and here.

The 2022 general elections were characterised 
by heightened competition between the leading 
presidential candidates, Raila Odinga and William 
Ruto. Political tensions remained high in the face of 
fierce negotiations, vacated agreements and divisive 
campaign tactics. Mistrust and betrayal came to the 
fore as aspirants shopped for better deals, opted 
to run independently, and hopped parties and 
alliances, often disparaging former partners. Most 
leading national contenders were on the polar ends 
of broken coalition promises and personal fallouts 
that ensued in previous elections. At the heart of it, 
President Uhuru Kenyatta reneged on his 2013 and 
2017 campaign promises to support Ruto in 2022 and 
instead endorsed Odinga. 

Despite the growing political divisions and changing 
alliances, the risk of ethnic conflict and violence was 
significantly diminished in the 2022 elections. This 
is mainly because the key presidential candidates 
articulated their campaign issues in terms of the 
economy and employment. These issues are less 
polarising than traditional narratives that exploited 
long-standing political and socio-economic grievances 
and framed ethnopolitical triumph and representation 
as paramount. 

However, economic issues were raised amid ethnic-
based and elite-driven political organising and 
mobilising. Politicians resorted to exclusivist politics, 
intimidation and harmful rhetoric that invigorated 
political extremism and antagonism, swelling up in 
the weeks before the general elections. This was 
primarily in areas aspirants considered their political 
bedrocks, ostensibly fuelling intolerance and chaos 
to intimidate competitors. The Kenya National 
Commission on Human Rights (KNHRC) flagged 44 
threats, harassment and intimidation cases through 
inflammatory speeches on political platforms and 
the media.1 

Nonetheless, political actors were keen to avoid 
ethnic divisions and associations with hate speech 
or incitement to violence, given their multi-ethnic 
alliances. Both divides issued prompt apologies 
and denounced inflammatory utterances by their 
allies, assuring their supporters of safety under 
their governments. The police and the National 
Cohesion and Integration Commission (NCIC) also 
quickly summoned and interrogated politicians for 
statements that citizens could perceive as divisive. 
In March,  the NCIC in partnership with the police 
investigated 36 political bloggers, nine of whom were 
charged, for allegedly spreading hate speech ahead of 
the August 9th elections.2  A few days before polling 
day, the police arrested eight suspects who had 
allegedly distributed hate leaflets reportedly warning 
some communities to leave Uasin Gishu County.3

1Kabiru, D. (2022). Crunch Time: Six (6) Days To The 2022 General Election and The State of Human Rights. KNHRC Press Statement. https://www.knchr.
org/Articles/ArtMID/2432/ArticleID/1139/Press-StatementCrunch-Time-Six-6-Days-To-The-2022-General-Election-and-The-State-of-Human-Rights
2Ayega, D. (2022) “36 Azimio, Kenya Kwanza bloggers singled out for hate speech – NCIC,” Capital News, 18 March, https://www.capitalfm.co.ke/
news/2022/03/36-azimio-kenya-kwanza-bloggers-singled-out-for-hate-speech-ncic/ 
3Ndanyi, M. (2022). Elders call for arrest of hate leaflets distributors in Eldoret. The Star, 1 August, https://www.the-star.co.ke/counties/rift-valley/2022-
08-01-elders-call-for-arrest-of-hate-leaflets-distributors-in-eldoret/        
Citizen Reporter (2022). Matiang’i: 8 arrested in connection with hate leaflets in Uasin Gishu, to be arraigned, Citizen, 2 August, https://www.citizen.
digital/news/matiangi-8-arrested-in-connection-with-hate-leaflets-in-uasin-gishu-to-be-arraigned-n303285 
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An estimated 150,000 police officers were deployed 
on Election Day, including officers drawn from 
the Kenya Prisons Service, National Youth Service, 
Kenya Wildlife Service and Kenya Forest Service. The 
National Police Service (NPS) acted professionally 
and maintained impartiality during this election 
cycle. Police officers deployed for election support 
demonstrated effectiveness in crowd handling and 
order maintenance at public meetings and events 
and during voting and tallying processes in both the 
political party nominations and the general elections. 
Their response to security threats was measured 
and proportionate, including in areas with high risks 
of election violence. This was also the case even in 
the regions NCIC and Police regarded as violence 
hotspots working with party agents, aspirants and 
other stakeholders to help manage the incidents and 
reduce tensions. 

During the 2022 elections, there were numerous 
negative uses of social media, including spreading 
hate speech and incitement to violence and hiring 
political trolls to discredit opponents. In other 
instances, aspirants faced online harassment and 
publishing of personal information to damage their 
reputation and shape voter opinions.4 

Learning from the previous elections, various actors 
worked to reduce the potential of social media to 
manipulate discourse and opinions around elections. 
Non-state actors conducted civic education and 
held peace campaigns, leveraging on social media 
and digital technology to educate voters on how 
to get reliable information regarding the election 
and discussed dispute resolution mechanisms 
with candidates to avert violence.5  Fact-checking 
organisations and social media users were also quick 
to flag and report disinformation and polarising 
content on their platforms. 

Social media companies also put in efforts to address 
the global risks of negative influence in the elections. 
META, the parent company for Facebook, Instagram, 
and WhatsApp platforms, reported that it increased 
political ad transparency and that its algorithms 
demoted political content and ads to reduce the 

level of user interaction with divisive content. In 
collaboration with in-country partners, META also 
sought to build the capacity of media and non-state 
actors to respond to content from social media.

Violence Trends 
Political party nominations
In some cases, there were isolated incidents of 
violence mainly due to poor management and crowd 
handling. Delays, chaos and confusion marked the 
nomination exercise by the different political parties. 
There was chaos at Orange Democratic Movement 
(ODM) nominations in some parts of Kisii, Malindi, 
and Mombasa, as well as United Democratic Alliance 
(UDA) nominations in Bomet, where there was 
disorder following claims of insecure ballot boxes and 
pre-marked ballot papers.6  

In some areas, voters were also confused about 
whether their party would hold nominations or 
issue direct tickets to candidates. Plans for ODM 
nominations in the Westlands constituency in Nairobi 
were underway until the party announced that a 
direct ticket would be awarded to a candidate on the 
day. However, party agents managed many of the 
instances of chaos and confusion without the need 
for police intervention. Police officers mainly offered 
support and did not interfere with the agents’ duties 
and decisions. 

At some polling stations, however, police officers called 
for reinforcement and lobbed teargas, leading to the 
suspension or cancellation of the voting. This was the 
case at Baba Dogo primary school in Ruaraka ward, 
Nairobi, where police dispersed voters when the two 
leading MCA aspirants for ODM and their supporters 
confronted each other. Some aspirants were attacked, 
including Elizabeth Waithera, the Member of County 
Assembly (MCA) aspirant in Mathare.

In one incident, there was violence instigated to 
destroy nomination materials. On the eve of the UDA 
nominations in Embu, unknown people attacked a 
lorry ferrying UDA ballot boxes and papers.7 

4BBC News team (2022). Kenya’s hidden political influencers. The Star, 01 August. https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/africa/2022-08-01-kenyas-hidden-
political-influencers/ 
5Yusuf, M. (2022). Mercy Corps Says Hate Speech Spreading Ahead of Kenya’s Election. VOA Africa, 26 July, https://www.voanews.com/a/mercy-corps-
says-hate-speech-spreading-ahead-of-kenya-s-election-/6674611.html 
6Musau, D. (2022). Wilson Sossion among aspirants seeking postponement of UDA primaries in Bomet over rigging claims. Citizen, 14 April, https://www.
citizen.digital/news/wilson-sossion-among-aspirants-seeking-postponement-of-uda-primaries-in-bomet-over-rigging-claims-n296503 
7Mugo, M. (2022). VIDEO: Lorry carrying UDA nomination material ransacked, ballot boxes burnt in Embu. Standard, 13th April. https://www.
standardmedia.co.ke/national/article/2001443102/uda-nominations-lorry-ransacked-ballot-boxes-burnt-in-embu
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Electoral Campaigns
There were widespread incidents of violent disruption 
of campaign rallies and public meetings. The Kenya 
National Commission on Human Rights (KNCHR) 
recorded at least 50 cases of pre-electoral violence 
and 28 cases of assault before the August elections, 
with most occurring during public rallies.8  

In April, for example, Raila Odinga’s chopper was 
attacked at Uasin Gishu as he left a burial.9  In June, 
youths disrupted William Ruto’s second rally at 
Jacaranda grounds, while Martha Karua’s June rally 
in Kisii ended abruptly after police lobbed tear gas 
at the crowd.10 

Aside from the presidential elections, incidents were 
particularly prevalent in counties that experienced 
fierce competition at county positions. Police threw 
teargas in Moyale, Marsabit County after supporters 
of incumbent governor Ali Mohamud and UPIA 
gubernatorial Candidate Pious Yattani clashed over 
the space near the front of the stage.11  On the final 
day of campaigns in Homa Bay County, supporters of 
Evans Kidero and Gladys Wanga engaged in retaliatory 
attacks at two nearby stadiums where the candidates 
held their rallies. This resulted in the injury of three 
people and the destruction of property. 

While most confrontations concerned candidates 
and supporters from rival alliances, there were some 
breakouts of violence between supporters of different 
candidates within the same coalition. In Kitui County, 
fights between supporters of Mwingi Central MP 
Gideon Mulyungi (Wiper) and his competitor Lydia 
Mutambu (Jubilee) left several people nursing injuries 
and motor vehicles and motorbikes destroyed.12 

There were targeted attacks against some candidates 
and their supporters. In Homa Bay Town Constituency, 
six people allied to independent candidate George 
Miyare were injured on 29th July, after they were 
assaulted at Miyare’s home allegedly by supporters 
of incumbent MP Peter Kaluma.13  In Mombasa, Ali 
Mwatsau, an aspirant for the Mvita constituency, 
narrowly escaped death following an assassination 
attempt where gunmen shot at him while driving 
home from the mosque, spraying his car with more 
than 15 bullets.14  

On 23rd July, Nyatike MP aspirant Edick Anyanga 
(ODM) was arrested for allegedly shooting rival Justus 
Ochieng while inside his vehicle and sustained injuries 
to the hip.16  

Aspirants at the various levels signed campaign peace 
pacts committing to uphold peace. During the Political 
Decency and Accountability Forum held on 11th July 
2022, the four presidential candidates signed the 
Leadership and Peace pledge by Mkenya Daima and 
the National Cohesion and Integration Commission’s 
Political Decency and Peace Charter.17  The charter 
binds the candidates, political parties and supporters 
to a peaceful election and accountable leadership 
before, during and after the elections. The pledge 
includes commitments to adhere to the Constitution, 
leadership, integrity and national values and principles 
of governance. 

Following various violence incidents and concerns 
over political militia and gangs in Migori County, 
candidates vying for five positions, governor and four 
MP seats,18  signed pledges on 27th July committing to 
uphold peace ahead of polls.19  This process was led by 
an eminent persons team for peace comprising civic 

 8Kabiru, D. (2022). Crunch Time: Six (6) Days To The 2022 General Election and The State of Human Rights. KHRC Press Statement. https://www.knchr.
org/Articles/ArtMID/2432/ArticleID/1139/Press-StatementCrunch-Time-Six-6-Days-To-The-2022-General-Election-and-The-State-of-Human-Rights 
9Too, T. (2022). 15 out of 17 people arrested over Raila chopper attack freed. Standard, https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/national/article/2001443082/15-
out-of-17-people-arrested-over-raila-chopper-attack-freed 
 10Onchara, R. (2022). Karua Kisii Rally Ends Prematurely After Teargas Explosion. Capital News, 30 June.  https://www.capitalfm.co.ke/news/2022/06/
karua-kisii-rally-ends-prematurely-after-teargas-explosion/ 
11Mwende, S & Chari A. (2022). Police teargas protesting youth at Raila rally in Moyale. The Star, 23 June. https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2022-06-23-
police-teargas-protesting-youth-at-raila-rally-in-moyale/ 
12Omollo, R. (2022). Chaos in Homa Bay as Wanga, Kidero supporters clash in final rally. The Star, 07 August https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/
realtime/2022-08-07-chaos-in-homa-bay-as-wanga-kidero-supporters-clash-in-final-rally/ 
13Nzengu, M. (2022). IEBC threatens to bar Mwingi aspirants from polls over violence. The Star, 05 June. https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2022-06-05-
iebc-threatens-to-bar-mwingi-aspirants-from-polls-over-violence/ 
14Omollo, R. (2022). Homa Bay MP hopeful accuses opponent of assaulting supporters. The Star, 30 June. https://www.the-star.co.ke/counties/
nyanza/2022-07-30-homa-bay-mp-hopeful-accuses-opponent-of-assaulting-supporters/ 
15Ombati C & Kasuku, A. (2022). Mombasa politician Ali Mwatsau shot in attack in Tudor. The Star, 06, April. https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2022-04-
06-mombasa-politician-ali-mwatsau-shot-in-attack-in-tudor/ 
16Joe, O. (2022). Police confiscate ex-Nyatike lawmaker’s firearm after shooting an opponent. Capital news, 24 July, https://www.capitalfm.co.ke/
news/2022/07/police-confiscate-ex-nyatike-lawmakers-firearm-after-he-shot-an-opponent/ 
17Wangui, P. (2022). Presidential candidates signed peace pledge pact. The Star, 15 August, https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2022-08-15-presidential-
candidates-signed-peace-pledge-pact/  
18Suna West, Awendo, Kuria West and Nyatike constituencies. 
 19Odeny, M. (2022). Candidates sign campaign peace pact in Migori ahead of polls. The star, 28 July, https://www.the-star.co.ke/counties/nyanza/2022-
07-28-candidates-sign-campaign-peace-pact-in-migori-ahead-of-polls/
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organisations, businesspersons, elders and opinion 
shapers who met with security officers, election 
officials and candidates following tension and violence 
in these positions

Election day and tallying
On 9th August 2022, voting was largely peaceful. 
While there were few sporadic breakouts of electoral 
violence, these were localised and not widespread. 
Police officers are investigating one case of murder 
in Kimilili where they have interrogated area MP, 
Didimus Barasa, as a key suspect in connection to the 
fatal shooting of his rival’s aide on Election day.20  In 
Migori county, a supporter of an MCA candidate for 
Uriri, Migori County was killed on voting day allegedly 
by rival supporters.21  

There were some instances of electoral violence 
instigated to disrupt the electoral process. Mombasa, 
for example, Mvita UDA MP aspirant Omar Shallo 
and Tudor MCA Tobias Samba were arrested for 
allegedly disrupting the election process at Tudor 
Village Hall. Migori police arrested ten suspects, 
two of whom were armed with crude weapons, for 
allegedly attempting to prevent voters from accessing 
a polling station in Nyatike constituency.22  There were 
also incidents when violence broke out between 
different candidates and supporters on Election Day. 
For instance, the Nakuru East MP David Gikatia was 
arrested for fighting with an opponent’s supporter.23  

In some areas, the IEBC postponed polls due to 
insecurity. In Wajir county, protesters in Eldas 
constituency blocked the distribution of election 
materials during the general election over the 
distribution of presiding officers amongst different 
clans and party affiliations. This was preceded by 
chaos on the final day of campaigns when supporters 

of Eldas parliamentary candidates Adan Keynan and 
Arale Boray clashed. 24 

Independent Electoral and Boundaries Commission 
(IEBC) staff and officials also faced threats and violence 
while discharging their duties on Election Day. Mr 
Daniel Musyoka, a Returning Officer for Embakasi East 
Constituency, was abducted and tortured to death. 
Mr Mohamed Kanyare, the IEBC presiding officer at 
the Towheed polling centre in Elnur Tula Tula ward, 
Eldas constituency, was shot by unknown persons on 
election day and has had his leg amputated.

Tensions were high while tallying took place. Claims of 
rigging and the rampant spread of misinformation from 
different sources further created a tense environment. 
There were attempts to violently disrupt the tallying 
at some centres. In Migori, supporters of rival Suna 
West parliamentary candidates attempted to block 
the entrance to the Maranatha Hall, the constituency 
tallying centre, leading to chaos and violence along 
the busy Migori-Isebania road. Police lobbed teargas 
and fired live bullets in the air to disperse the 
crowds.25  IEBC officials at the tallying centres also 
faced harassment, intimidation, and violence.  IEBC 
CEO Marjan Hussein and commissioners Prof. Abdi 
Guliye and Boya Molu were physically assaulted and 
injured at the national tallying centre before the 
announcement of the final Presidential results.

Declaration of results
There was general calm following the declaration of 
the presidential results.26  However, some incidents of 
protests turned violent, especially in places considered 
Odinga’s support bases. In Bangladesh, Mombasa;27 
Kibera and Mathare, Nairobi;28  and Kondele, Kisumu29  
protesters, angry and frustrated at Odinga’s loss in 

20Capital News (2022). Police looking for Kimilili MP Didmus Barasa after he shoots opponent’s aide dead. 9 August https://www.capitalfm.co.ke/
news/2022/08/police-looking-for-kimilili-mp-didmus-barasa-after-he-shot-opponents-aide-dead/ 
21Odeny, M. (2022). One dead, IEBC official among 10 arrested over poll violence. The Star, 10 August https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/realtime/2022-
08-10-one-dead-iebc-official-among-10-arrested-over-poll-violence/ 
22Odeny, M. (2022). One dead, IEBC official among 10 arrested over poll violence. The Star, 10 August https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/realtime/2022-
08-10-one-dead-iebc-official-among-10-arrested-over-poll-violence/ 
23Mutuko, M. (2022). UDA MP, David Gikaria Arrested During Fight at Polling Station. Kenyans, 09 August. https://www.kenyans.co.ke/news/78195-uda-
mp-david-gikaria-arrested-during-fight-polling-station 
24Kipsang, E. (2022). Keynan recaptures Eldas MP seat after fierce battle with ODM rival. Nation Africa, 14 August. https://nation.africa/kenya/counties/
wajir/keynan-recaptures-eldas-mp-seat-after-fierce-battle-with-odm-rival-3914236 
25Odeny, M. (2022). One dead, IEBC official among 10 arrested over poll violence. The Star, 10 August https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/realtime/2022-
08-10-one-dead-iebc-official-among-10-arrested-over-poll-violence/ 
26ibid 
27Nation Team (2022). Coast calm after Raila loss. Nation Africa, 16 August. https://nation.africa/kenya/counties/coast-calm-after-raila-loss-3916104 
 28Wanjiru, M. (2022). Chaos rock Kibera after Ruto declared President-elect. The Star, 15 August, https://www.the-star.co.ke/elections/2022-08-15-
chaos-rocks-kibera-after-ruto-declared-president-elect/ 
29Wanjiru, M. (2022). Police intervene as chaos erupts in Kisumu’s Kondele. The Star, 15 August, https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2022-08-15-police-
intervene-as-chaos-erupts-in-kisumus-kondele/ 
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the presidential election, set fire to tyres barricading 
the roads and hurled stones at motorists and their 
vehicles. In Kisumu, some protesters attempted to 
break into Shivling Supermarket, destroying a part of 
it before police dispersed them.30  

Supporters of aspirants for other positions also held 
demonstrations that turned violent following the 
declaration of their loss. In Kitui, Muema Nduku and 
his supporters protested the loss of his Kyuso ward 
seat. Alleging rigging by his opponent, they burnt tyres 
blocking the Kyuso-Mwingi road. Police initially called 
on the demonstrators to disperse but were forced 
to lob teargas when their warnings went unheard.31 

Pre-election conflict and insecurity 
response
Conflict and insecurity in some parts of the country 
threatened the residents’ participation in the general 
elections. In Isiolo County, there was tension following 
the killing of six people in two separate banditry 
attacks. On 6th August in Yamicha, a herder was shot 
dead by a group of armed bandits suspected to have 
come from neighbouring Samburu and Marsabit 
counties.32  Five people were also killed, and four 
injured the following day in a clash between groups 
of herders at a grazing field in Degogich. Hundreds of 
cattle were also stolen. In Mandera County, arsonists 
burnt two classrooms in a polling centre in Mandera 
East constituency. The commission announced that 
they would move the voters to new polling stations. 
In Turkana County, seven people were on 1st August 
burnt to death when bandits attacked and burned 
down homes in Kapedo and Napeitom wards, 
displacing a population expected to vote in 3 polling 
stations.33  

The multi-agency team managing elections security 
mapped out areas with a high risk of electoral violence 
and deployed the required workforce and resources 
to avert violence. In the Rift Valley, a multi-agency 
command centre was established to coordinate and 
respond to any issues that may arise.34  Additional 
security personnel, dozens of police lorries, armed 
personnel and water cannons were also deployed to 
areas identified as violent hotspots, including Molo, 
Kuresoi South, Kuresoi North and Njoro. General 
Service Unit officers (GSU) were also deployed to 
banditry-prone and volatile parts of Samburu, Baringo, 
Laikipia and Elgeyo-Marakwet counties.35  

In the Eastern region, an estimated 16,000 police 
officers provided security during the polls, with aerial 
surveillance in Isiolo and Marsabit counties during 
voting.36  In May, the government imposed a dusk-
to-dawn curfew in Marsabit County amid a surge in 
inter-ethnic attacks that defied peace initiatives and 
several failed attempts at reconciliation by county 
leaders.37  Interior cabinet secretary Fred Matiang’i 
described it as one of the most expensive security 
challenges in the country. In the same month, a 
security operation focused primarily on disarmament, 
Operation Rejesha Amani Marsabit, was spearheaded 
by officers from the GSU, the Rapid Deployment Unit, 
the Quick Response Unit, and the Anti Stock Theft 
Unit. The dusk-to-dawn curfew was suspended for 
three days to give residents room to vote. In Meru 
County, quick response teams were, in addition to 
the two police officers per polling station, stationed in 
Meru town and Igembe, where incidents of violence 
were witnessed during the campaigns.38  Meru County 
commissioner Fred Ndunga also reported that GSU 
and Kenya Defence Forces (KDF) were on standby 
along the volatile Meru-Isiolo border.

30Ojwang, J. (2022). Police keep guard in Kondele as businesses remain shut following protests. Capital News, 16 August, https://www.capitalfm.co.ke/
news/2022/08/police-keep-guard-in-kondele-as-businesses-remain-shut-following-protests/ 
31Nzengu, M. (2022). Protesters light bonfire on Mwingi road over poll loss. The Star, 15 August, https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2022-08-15-protesters-
light-bonfire-on-mwingi-road-over-poll-loss/ 
32Waweru, W. (2022). Tension high as six killed in bandit attacks. Nation Africa, 08 August. https://nation.africa/kenya/counties/isiolo/tension-high-as-
six-killed-in-bandit-attacks-3907306
33Musau, D. (2022). Cases of insecurity reported in Turkana and Mandera ahead of Tuesday’s polls - IEBC,” Citizen, 8 August, https://www.citizen.digital/
news/cases-of-insecurity-reported-in-turkana-and-mandera-ahead-of-tuesdays-polls-iebc-n303664 
34Munyua, J. (2022). Security command centre to coordinate polling in Rift Valley. The Star, 04 August. https://www.the-star.co.ke/counties/rift-
valley/2022-08-04-security-command-centre-to-coordinate-polling-in-rift-valley/ 
35Nation Team (2022). Poll officials to be airlifted to insecure regions as more officers deployed. 09 August. https://nation.africa/kenya/news/politics/
poll-officials-to-be-airlifted-to-insecure-regions-as-more-officers-deployed-3907882 
36ibid 
37Musau, D. (2022). Gov’t Imposes 30-Day Curfew In Marsabit. Citizen 02 May. https://www.citizen.digital/news/govt-imposes-30-day-curfew-in-
marsabit-n297531 
38Nation Team (2022). Poll officials to be airlifted to insecure regions as more officers deployed. 09 August. https://nation.africa/kenya/news/politics/
poll-officials-to-be-airlifted-to-insecure-regions-as-more-officers-deployed-3907882 
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Criminal groups and political militia did not pose a 
severe threat in the general elections. This is despite a 
reported spike in organised criminal activity, especially 
in the following counties  Nakuru, Mombasa, Kilifi, 
and Murang’a, among others.39  Between January 
and May 2022, HAKI Africa recorded at least 14 
killings by criminal groups in Mombasa.40  However, 
these groups played a limited role in the 2022 
elections. This is partly owing to increased police 
effectiveness in intelligence gathering and a priority 
focus on cracking down on gangs.41  In Nakuru, police 
arrested 128 suspected members of the confirmed 
criminal gang on 28th June42  and similarly arrested 
81 alleged members of the Mombasa Republican 
Council in Mtwapa, Kilifi County that same month.43 

While the number of people who can be mobilised 
to join criminal groups continues to grow in the face 
of deepening socio-economic inequality, the active 
groups currently have limited capabilities since most 
are small in size, loosely organised, and control few 
resources. Though police have interrogated some 
politicians on their connection to criminal groups,44 

none have been prosecuted.

Better response and performance of 
police 
Compared to previous elections, the police were 
professional in responding to instances of political 
violence. The Independent Police Oversight Authority 
(IPOA) commended police performance in the 

2022 general elections and noted it as a milestone 
achievement toward police reforms.45  Based on the 
authority’s monitoring, the NPS were better organised 
and prepared to manage poll security and conducted 
themselves lawfully, professionally and in compliance 
with constitutional human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. In addition, officers were well briefed by 
their commanders before deployment and provided 
with transport. 

However, IPOA is investigating seven cases of 
suspected unlawful police violence and misconduct 
during the general elections. These include the alleged 
assault of Goricha Jarso Abarabo and six others by 
police officers providing security at Garsen High 
School Constituency tallying centre within Garsen 
Township, Tana River County, on 11th August.

Nonetheless, police chiefs reported that prolonged 
political campaigns put a heavy strain on their human 
and security resources as more officers had to be 
assigned to provide security on the campaign trail.46  
Initial reports showed that this affected officer well-
being and morale as they were, for instance, denied 
transfers until polls closed, while those on leave were 
recalled to prepare for polls.47  Other shortcomings 
on election day include delayed issuance of police 
allowances, officers receiving provisions of milk, soda 
and bread instead of hot meals, working for more than 
48 hours resulting in fatigue, some commanders being 
uncooperative and a section of officers in charge of 
security at the polling stations refusing to display their 
names and service numbers as required by law. 48
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