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The Centre for Human Rights and Policy Studies (CHRIPS) is a leading international African research 
centre based in Kenya that conducts high quality policy relevant research on human rights, security, 
terrorism and counter-terrorism, violence, crime and policing.

Since our founding, we have continued to engage academics, policymakers and other key stakeholders 
in the generation and dissemination of new knowledge that facilitates innovative and effective policy 
solutions to the pertinent security challenges in Africa.

We have forged research partnerships with premier research institutions in Kenya and internationally, 
which have yielded many high-quality research outputs. We are also committed to developing globally 
competitive African researchers through training and mentorship in the fields of security and human 
rights through research collaborations and fellowships. 

About CHRIPS

Vision

A secure and just Africa

Intergrity

Teamwork

Professionalism

DIversity

Accountability

Values

Mission

To provide policy solutions to pertinent 
security challenges in Africa through 

generation and dissemination of 
knowledge, policy influence and 

capacity development
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CHRIPS’s vision is to promote research that to ensure a secure and just Africa. We are principally engaged 
in generating new knowledge as the basis for policy influence. This report summarizes our achievements 
in line with this vision for the year 2020. Our research and policy outputs grew in the past year as is 
evidenced in the report. We expanded our work on countering violent extremism in the country reaching 
out to key partners in select counties namely: Mombasa, Kwale, Isiolo, Lamu and Wajir in advocating for 
the merging of research findings and policy with national counter terror laws.

As the country dealt with the corona virus, we are grateful that our work thrived and we purposed to 
produce information that was relevant to CVE actors, security sector, academics and the media.

Mutuma Ruteere

Director

Message from the 
Director
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CHRIPS team led by Board Chair Francis Aywa deliberating over the organisations’ five-year strategy.

2021-2025 CHRIPS Strategic Plan
CHRIPS has a new strategic plan which will guide our operations for the next five years. The strategic 
plan orients the organisation to continue providing policy solutions to pertinent security challenges 
in Africa through the generation and dissemination of knowledge, policy influence and capacity 
development. 

Highlights of CHRIPS Research and Publications in 
2020 
2020 was a productive year for the organisation. It continued in its tradition of generating and 
producing first-rate research products.

Trends of Violent Extremist Attacks and 
Arrests In Kenya 

CHRIPS released the 2019 Terror Observatory 
report on Trends of Violent Extremist Attacks 
and Arrests in Kenya for January 2019 – 
December 2019.  The 2019 report recorded an 
increase in the number of terror attacks in the 
country from 23 incidents in 2018 to 34 in 2019. 
Download the report using the link: Trends of 
violent extremist attacks and arrests in Kenya: 
January - December 2019. 

https://www.chrips.or.ke/publications/research-reports/trends-of-violent-extremist-attacks-and-arrests-in-kenya-january-2019-december-2019/
https://www.chrips.or.ke/publications/research-reports/trends-of-violent-extremist-attacks-and-arrests-in-kenya-january-2019-december-2019/
https://www.chrips.or.ke/publications/research-reports/trends-of-violent-extremist-attacks-and-arrests-in-kenya-january-2019-december-2019/
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Case Digest: Decisions of Kenyan Courts on 
Terrorism

A pioneering publication, CHRIPS released a case 
digest that looked at the High Court decisions, 
Court of Appeal, and the Supreme Court to 
provide summaries of various judgements from 
the year 2015 to 2019. Each case lays precedent 
on a particular question, that is, the central 
point of the matter before the court. 

This digest categorises these as follows: standard 
of proof in terror offences, admissibility of 
evidence, appropriate charges under the 
prevention of terrorism Act, and fair trial and 
sentencing.

Covid -19 and Countering Violent Extremism 
Measures in Kenya

CHRIPS held a webinar on “Tackling Terrorism 
in Kenya amid COVID – 19”. Our partners and 
Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) working in 
preventing and countering violent extremism 
shared insights on the impact of covid-19 
on violent extremism at the local level and 
counter terrorism and preventive efforts amidst 
the pandemic. This briefing note draws from 
research and discussions from the forum. The 
brief discusses the impact of Covid-19 on violent 
extremism at the local level and analysis of how 
counter terrorism and C/PVE efforts are taking 
place during the pandemic.

Policing the Covid -19 Crisis in Kenya – Policy 
Options for Management of Public Health 
Emergencies

In response to new regulations that arose at 
the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in Kenya, 
CHRIPS reviewed the legal, regulatory and 
policy frameworks for the management of 
COVID-19 in Kenya and how the police have 
enforced them. The policy brief proposed 
several policy options that speak to how 
policing of the COVID-19 and other public 
health emergencies can be enhanced.

https://www.chrips.or.ke/publications/research-reports/case-digest-decisions-of-kenyan-courts-on-terrorism/
https://www.chrips.or.ke/publications/policy-brief/covid-19-and-countering-violent-extremism-efforts-in-kenya/
https://www.chrips.or.ke/publications/policy-brief/policing-the-covid-19-crisis-in-kenya-policy-options-for-management-of-public-health-emergencies/
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Youth Inclusion and Violence Prevention in Nairobi: A 
Research Agenda

CHRIPS research on youth inclusion and violence 
prevention addresses the theoretical and policy gaps 
on the nexus between economic opportunities, youth 
inclusion and violence prevention through an in-depth and 
critical research study of the National Youth Service (NYS) 
Community Cohorts Programme. The NYS programme 
aimed at reaching thousands of youth in poor urban areas 
by offering them jobs to improve their neighbourhoods 
and provide them with a new sense of purpose in their 
life. CHRIPS released a methodology document outlining 
how using the NYS Community Cohorts Programme 
as a case study, fresh and new data will be provided 
on the impact of youth programs that seek to improve 
livelihoods through economic opportunities, as well as 
the challenges of violence and exclusion at local levels.

Eastern Africa's Regional Extremist Threat: 
Origins, Nature and Policy Options

CHRIPS contribution to research on violent 
extremism in 2020 resulted in the publication of a 
briefing paper that discusses al-Shabaab and other 
jihad Islamist organisations' potential to increase 
their geographical reach and lethality in Eastern 
Africa. It further examines the local Islamist trends 
in the region that these organisations can and have 
tapped into to create a regional security threat. The 
paper can be downloaded from the CHRIPS website 
at Eastern Africa's regional extremist threat origins 
nature and policy options

Strengthening Policing Oversight and 
Investigations in Kenya 

Researchers from the Centre for Human Rights and 
Policy Studies (CHRIPS) and the Centre for Human 
Rights (University of Pretoria) collaborated in a study 
to assess the gaps in the investigations processes 
undertaken by the Independent Policing Oversight 
Authority (IPOA). The study identifies areas of 
possible intervention and builds upon a review of 
existing studies into police killings in Kenya. It also 
looks at the legal framework protecting human 
rights in policing as it examines technical documents 
of both the Kenyan police and IPOA. Strengthening 
Policing Oversight and Investigations in Kenya 

https://www.chrips.or.ke/publications/research-reports/youth-inclusion-and-violence-prevention-a-research-agenda/
https://www.chrips.or.ke/publications/research-reports/eastern-africas-regional-extremist-threat-origins-nature-and-policy-options/
https://www.chrips.or.ke/publications/research-reports/eastern-africas-regional-extremist-threat-origins-nature-and-policy-options/
https://www.chrips.or.ke/publications/research-reports/strengthening-policing-oversight-and-investigations-in-kenya/
https://www.chrips.or.ke/publications/research-reports/strengthening-policing-oversight-and-investigations-in-kenya/
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Advocating for the prevention and countering of 
violent extremism in the counties 
CHRIPS engaged its CVE partners in conducting policy workshops and training sessions to address 
gap(s) in merging research findings and policy recommendations with county and national laws. 
The organisation partnered with Human Rights Agenda (HURIA), Isiolo Peace Link (IPL), Kiunga 
Youth Bunge Initiative (KYBI) and Wajir Peace and Development Agency (WPDA) in hosting PCVE 
workshops in Mombasa, Kwale, Isiolo, Lamu and Wajir counties.  These virtual meetings resulted in 
the production of five briefing notes that articulate the counties' particular needs. 

Violent Extremism and Radicalisation in Isiolo 
County

This note partly draws from discussions of the 
Isiolo County prevention and countering violent 
extremism (PCVE) policy workshop convened 
jointly by Isiolo Peace Link (IPL) and Centre for 
Human Rights and Policy Studies (CHRIPS) in the 
three sub-counties of Isiolo: Merti, Garba-tulla 
and Isiolo in September 2020.

Violent Extremism in Lamu County

This workshop note is a summary of discussions 
from the Lamu County prevention and 
countering violent extremism (PCVE) policy 
workshop convened by the Centre for Human 
Rights and Policy Studies (CHRIPS) and Kiunga 
Youth Bunge Initiative (KYBI) on 27 August 2020. 
The workshop reviewed strategies of countering 
violent extremism in Lamu county and proposed 
ways of implementing the county action plan. 

Isiolo County: County Government Official Ms. Mumina 
at the joint PCVE workshop in Garba Tulla, Isiolo County 
held in partnership with Isiolo Peace Link (IPL). 

Lamu County: PCVE Training Session held in 
Partnership with Kiunga Youth Bunge Initiative 
(KYBN)

https://www.chrips.or.ke/publications/isiolo-workshop-note/
https://www.chrips.or.ke/publications/lamu-workshop-note/
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Rebuilding Wajir County’s Resilience to 
Violent Extremism

This Workshop Note discusses recent 
developments, challenges, and opportunities 
in countering violent extremism (CVE) work 
and counter-terrorism (CT) in Wajir County. 
It incorporates practitioners and researchers' 
insights and perspectives, who participated in 
an experts’ meeting convened by the Centre for 
Human Rights and Policy Studies (CHRIPS) and 
Wajir Peace and Development Agency (WPDA) 
held on 31 August 2020. It also features data 
and analysis on violent extremism, which has 
been generated by the CVE HUB.  

Reviewing Kwale County’s Action Plan on PCVE

This Workshop Note incorporates insights and 
perspectives of practitioners and researchers in 
Kwale County, who participated in an experts’ 
meeting convened by the Centre for Human Rights 
and Policy Studies (CHRIPS) and Human Rights 
Agenda (HURIA). The workshop reviewed plans 
and activities that have been undertaken in Kwale 
county as part of its efforts to implement the 
County Action Plan on Preventing and Countering 
Violent Extremism. It discusses gains, challenges 
and proposes recommendations that PCVE actors 
can take up in the continued implementation of 
CAPs in Kwale County.

Countering and Preventing Violent Extremism 
in Mombasa County: Youth and Gender 
Differentiation

This note partly draws from discussions of the 
prevention and countering violent extremism 
(PCVE) policy workshop convened jointly by Human 
Rights Agenda (HURIA) and Centre for Human 
Rights and Policy Studies (CHRIPS) in Mombasa 
County on 22 October 2020. This note presents 
discussions on preventive initiative focusing 
on youth in Mombasa and issues of gender 
differentiation in programming on Preventing and 
Countering Violent Extremism (P/CVE).

https://www.chrips.or.ke/publications/wajir-workshop-note/
https://www.chrips.or.ke/publications/wajir-workshop-note/
https://www.cve-kenya.org/
https://www.chrips.or.ke/publications/kwale-workshop-note/
https://www.chrips.or.ke/publications/mombasa-workshop-note/
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Research Interventions on COVID-19 
The threat of COVID-19 in March 2020 affected the country in various ways. Civil Society was not 
spared, as many projects were disrupted as a result of the pandemic.

Despite the challenges, the CHRIPS team embraced technological interventions, which ensured 
that our work continued.  We convened webinars addressing emerging issues from police brutality 
in enforcing the state ordered curfew to strategies that should be employed in combating violent 
extremism as the pandemic progressed. We also added our voice to webinars organised by other 
civil society partners in addressing topical issues that arose as a result of the pandemic. These are 
outlined in this section.

Tackling Terrorism in Kenya amid COVID -19

On 24 April 2020, CHRIPS hosted its partners and Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) working in the 
preventing and countering violent extremism field for a webinar on “Tackling Terrorism in Kenya 
amid COVID – 19”. Participants shared insights on the impact of covid-19 on violent extremism 
and preventive efforts amidst the pandemic. Comments were packaged in a brief, which can be 
assessed here COVID-19 and Countering Violent Extremism Efforts in Kenya.

Strengthening efforts for greater youth inclusion post COVID-19

CHRIPS and the Centre for the Study of Violence and Reconciliation (CSVR) hosted a webinar on 13 
October to discuss how the COVID-19 pandemic has affected the social and economic inclusion of 
youth in Africa. The partnership between CHRIPS and CSVR is focused on proposing effective policy 
solutions geared towards ensuring youth inclusion in Africa.

Promoting Youth Engagement in Africa during the COVID-19 Pandemic

On 8 April 2020, CHRIPS researchers took part in a virtual indaba (informal thematic discussion) 
organised by IDRC’s regional office in Nairobi. The meeting brought together IDRC grantees from 
Eastern and Southern Africa. They shared their research, policy influence and interventions on how 
each organisation was innovatively responding and adapting to the Covid-19 reality.

Prevention Strategies for the COVID - 19 Crisis in Kenya

CHRIPS participated in a virtual round table hosted by the United Nations Country Team on 
prevention strategies for the COVID-19 crisis in Kenya. The convening, which brought together 
leading security, political and human rights experts, aimed at assisting the UN Country team develop 
a thorough understanding of prevention strategies and mitigation measures for the social, political 
risks associated with COVID-19. The discussion helped United Nations country team members take 
stock of risks as the crisis unfolds, and develop mitigating measures and strategies to counter its 
negative effect and promote a human rights-based approach to programming. 

Quarantine as the New Detention: Police Brutality and State Responses

CHRIPS participated in a webinar hosted by the International Commission of Jurists (ICJ). CHRIPS 
has previously researched on public order management by police which showed that the officers 
lack skills in managing public order. This publication, Police perceptions, attitude and preparedness 
in managing public assemblies, is available on the CHRIPS website. The webinar was informed 
by the need to address the measures put in place by the government of Kenya in response to 
COVID-19.

https://www.chrips.or.ke/publications/policy-brief/covid-19-and-countering-violent-extremism-efforts-in-kenya/
https://www.chrips.or.ke/publications/journals/police-perceptions-attitude-and-preparedness-in-managing-public-assemblies/
https://www.chrips.or.ke/publications/journals/police-perceptions-attitude-and-preparedness-in-managing-public-assemblies/
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High- level virtual convening on United Nations counter-terrorism and human 
rights

CHRIPS participated in this high-level virtual convening on United Nations counter-terrorism and human 
rights. In the 11th June meeting, valuable contributions were made on accountability and oversight 
regarding COVID-19 emergency measures in Kenya vis-a-vis national security measures. Also, the 
manner in which the security and policing paradigm had been adopted and expanded to encompass a 
full-scale militarisation of response which incorporated private security actors in Kenya, formed part of 
the discussions.

New partnerships and research projects in 2020
In keeping with our vision of speaking to policy, we forged new research partnerships, amplifying our 
voice in security issues. This section gives a summary of these partnerships as well as an update on 
finalised and ongoing research studies.

Youth Inclusion for Violence Prevention

CHRIPS collaboration with The Centre for the Study of Violence and Reconciliation (CSVR) on a youth 
inclusion for violence prevention project began in 2020 and will continue into 2021. This partnership 
will see both organisations investigate the role of public-sector employment and livelihood support 
programmes in promoting the socio-economic inclusion of youth and preventing violence. It will 
provide an empirical analysis of the impact and potential of such programmes in South Africa and 
Kenya to document innovations in how such programmes engage youth and implications for violence 
prevention. A summary of the project is available on the CHRIPS website youth inclusion for violence 
prevention. 

Youth Inclusion and Violence Prevention in Nairobi: A Study of the National 
Youth Service Community Cohorts Programme

The main objective of this research is to assess the extent to which the community cohorts programme 
led to economic inclusion and participation in governance for the youth; evaluate the degree to which 
the programme led to a reduction in violence and the impact on the local community. 

A quantitative household survey was carried out between March and April in Mathare and Kibera. 
CHRIPS held several focus group discussions to disseminate and validate the data with former cohorts 
from the National Youth Service Community Programme. Research outputs will be released in 2021. A 
summary of this study can be accessed here: youth inclusion and violence prevention in Nairobi.

https://www.csvr.org.za/index.php
https://www.chrips.or.ke/youth-inclusion-for-violence-prevention/
https://www.chrips.or.ke/youth-inclusion-for-violence-prevention/
https://www.chrips.or.ke/youth-inclusion-and-violence-prevention-in-nairobi/
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CHRIPS leadership and staff
We thank our team and partners who have remained consistent in ensuring that CHRIPS’ research 
maintains its credibility as the organisation continues its work contributing to policy development, 
policy solutions and greater insights on the security and development issues affecting the continent.

Board of Directors

 Wambui Kimathi

 Prof. Winnie Mitullah

 Francis Aywa

 Dr. Collins Odote

 Prisca Kamungi

Staff

 Mutuma Ruteere, Director

 Patrick Mutahi, Deputy Director & Research Fellow

 Janet Mulonzia, Finance and Administration Officer

 Kamau Wairuri, Research Fellow

 Brian Kimari, Junior Research Fellow

 Rahma Ramadhan, Junior Research Fellow

 Lynda Ouma, Communication and Knowledge Management Officer

Our Partners

 African Policing Civilian Oversight Forum (APCOF)

 Danish Institute for Human Rights (DIHR)

 Danish International Development Aid Agency (DANIDA)

 Department for International Development (DFID)

 Independent Policing Oversight Authority (IPOA)

 Institute of Development Studies at the University of Sussex (IDS)

 International Development Research Centre (IDRC)

 Open Society Foundation (OSF)

 Open Society Initiative for East Africa (OSIEA)

 The Centre for the Study of Violence and Reconciliation (CSVR)

 University of Pretoria
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Center for Human Rights and Policy Studies

P.O. Box 23748-00100, GPO Nairobi, Kenya

Tel: +254 20 527 0577

Email: info@chrips.or.ke

Web: www.chrips.or.ke


