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About this Workshop Note
This note partly draws from discussions of the prevention and countering violent extremism (PCVE) policy 
workshop convened jointly by Human Rights Agenda (HURIA) and Centre for Human Rights and Policy Studies 
(CHRIPS) in Mombasa County on 22 October 2020. This note presents discussions on preventive initiatives 
focusing on youth in Mombasa and issues of gender differentiation in programming on Preventing and 
Countering violent Extremism (P/CVE). 

The workshops brought together civil society organisations, representatives of the County Government of 
Mombasa, national government led by the County Commissioner and the PCVE Director Mombasa County. 
The policy workshop also included women, youth groups and persons with disabilities (PWD) working on PCVE. 

Countering and Preventing Violent Extremism 
in Mombasa County: Youth and Gender 
differentiation

Rahma Ramadhan 

Synopsis of discussions  
Reports have previously described Mombasa as 
among the epicenters of radicalisation and violent 
extremism (VE) in the country.1  Responding to this 
threat, civil society members noted that preventive 
efforts have involved vulnerable groups especially 
the youth, with different projects on the ground. 
Further, the youth have also been incorporated 
to policy formulation processes in Mombasa, for 
example, in the Mombasa county action plan 
(MCAP).  Their involvement in decision-making 
processes, although vital, was seen as solely 
insufficient in effectively combating and preventing 
extremism with the workshop participants noting 
that fundamental drivers and motivators unique to 
the youth still remain unaddressed. 

The participants noted that preventive initiatives 
centering around sports, arts and culture have 
become prevalent in Mombasa especially targeting 
the young men and women. A community youth 
group for instance has created a youth hub that 
acts as a centre that promotes youth engagement 
through creative arts and participatory educative 
theaters in an aim to counter and prevent 
extremism. Participants agreed that such initiatives 
have been successful in reduction of crime and 
insecurity in the community, but there is need for 
evidence-based studies on the effectives of such 
initiatives in P/CVE. Further, participants noted 
duplication in programming, lack of synergy among 
relevant stakeholders and ineffective programming 
and use of resources in implementation of youth-
centered projects. 
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1 Bwire, V. (2020) “Radicalization and violent extremism in the wake of COVID-19 pandemic” Capital News, 29 April. Accessed online: https://www.
capitalfm.co.ke/news/2020/04/radicalization-and-violent-extremism-in-the-wake-of-covid-19-pandemic/
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Some studies have been conducted on the gender 
dynamic of violent extremism in Kenya particularly 
by local academics and peace and security experts. 
While taking gender into consideration into P/CVE 
programming is commendable, discussions from 
the workshop indicated that community groups 
and local actors possibly do not fully acknowledge 
the different roles men and women play in 
propagating and preventing violence. For instance, 
women were said to have previously been involved 
in VE as perpetrators or playing supporting roles 
for instance provision of food and housing to VE 
suspects or facilitating financial transactions. 
However, according to a representative of a youth 
group that works in both Mombasa and Kwale 
counties, community groups as well as some 
security actors do not view women as potential 
perpetrators. Group discussions revealed that 
young girls and women are sometimes not 
screened at security checkpoints while on transit 
or in public facilities creating a loophole that could 
be exploited by violent extremist groups.

Workshop Recommendations

1. Youth and PCVE

• There remains a persistent need to address 
fundamental and systemic drivers and 
motivators of extremism among the youth in 
Mombasa county. 

• Both state and non-state actors need to 
continuously involve youth in formulation and 
implementation of PCVE policies and projects. 

• There is a need for evidence-based research 
on the role and effectiveness of sports, arts 
and culture in countering and preventing 
extremism. 

• Stakeholders should foster partnerships and 
collaborations with relevant stakeholders to 
avoid duplication of youth-centered projects. 

• Actors should foster a culture of knowledge 
exchange, information sharing and embrace 
evidence-based programing. 

2. Gender differentiation in VE and 
preventive initiatives  

• Gender mainstreaming in PCVE is essential in 
adequately addressing VE as well as formulation 
and implementation of effective policies. It is 
paramount that stakeholders understand and 
demystify myths related to the various roles 
that men and women play in propagating and 
preventing violent extremism. 

• Security apparatus should avoid gender 
stereotyping and discrimination in 
implementation of security measures.  

• There is need for gender-sensitive awareness 
raising campaigns to educate relevant actors 
and the community on the gendered aspect of 
PVCE.   

• There needs for proper implementation of 
the gender pillar in CAPs in collaboration with 
relevant stakeholders. 
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About CHRIPS
The Centre for Human Rights and Policy Studies 
(CHRIPS) is a leading international African research 
centre based in Kenya that conducts high quality 
policy relevant research on human rights, security, 
terrorism and counter-terrorism, violence, crime and 

policing. CHRIPS actively engages academics, policy 
makers and other key stakeholders in the generation 
and dissemination of new knowledge that facilitates 
the development of innovative and effective policy 
solutions to the pertinent security challenges in Africa.

Centre for Human Rights and Policy Studies | P.O Box 23748-00100, GPO Nairobi, Kenya

Tel: + 254 20 527 0577 | Email: info@chrips.or.ke | Web: www.chrips.or.ke

Confronting Violent Extremism in Kenya: Debates, 
Ideas and Challenges (CHRIPS, 2018)

This pioneering collection brings together critical 
analyses on a range of issues touching on violent 
extremism by a multidisciplinary team of scholars 
and scholar-practitioners with an intimate and long-
standing interest on the subject in Kenya, the region 
and globally. They cover the breadth as well as 
depth of the complex problem of violent extremism 
in a manner and language that speaks to both 
scholars and policy makers.

Trends of Violent Extremist Attacks and Arrests in
Kenya, December 2017 – December 2018
The data and analysis in this report draws from the 
Terror Attacks and Arrests Observatory of the Centre
for Human Rights and Policy Studies (CHRIPS). It 
presents the latest data collected and analysed 
from media reports on terror attacks between 1 
December 2017 and 31 December 2018.

Trends of Violent Extremist Attacks and Arrests in 
Kenya, January-November 2017
The data and analysis in this report draws from the 
terror attacks and Arrests Observatory of the Centre 
for Human Rights and Policy Studies (CHRIPS). It 
presents and analyses the latest data, collected from 
media reports, on terror attacks and arrests between 
January 1, 2017 and November 30, 2017. Data on 
terror-related attacks will be regularly updated on 
the observatory and reports published periodically.

Preventing Violent Extremism in Kenya: Policy 
Options
This policy brief discusses some of the drivers of 
violent extremism in Kenya, and the available policy 
opportunities that Kenyan and regional policymakers 
should consider to effectively address the problem 
of violent extremism.

A policy Content Evaluation of Kenya’s National Strategy 
to Counter Violent Extremism
This policy brief evaluates the content of Kenya’s National 
Strategy to Counter Violent Extremism (NSCVE), which was 
launched in September 2016. It assesses the NSCVE’s goals 
and objectives; its relationship to existing counterterrorism 
legislation; its evidence base and performance 
measurement framework; the given institutional and 
implementation arrangements; the policy implementation 
context; the role of counties; and security challenges and 
implementation. It offers a set of recommendations which 
could inform future policy review and updating.

Other Publications on Violent Extremism

Trends of Violent Extremist Attacks and Arrests in 
Kenya, January 2019 – December 2019

This report draws from the Terror Attacks and 
Arrests Observatory of the Centre for Human Rights 
and Policy Studies (CHRIPS Terrorism Observatory). 
It presents the latest data collected and analysed 
from 1 January – 31 December 2019. CHRIPS uses 
verified traditional and new media reports as well 
as information from local partners to generate the 
most comprehensive database on terror-related 
occurrences in Kenya.

Trends of Violent Extremist Attacks and arrests in Kenya, 
January-November 2017

Brian Kimari and Rahma Ramadhan

Policy Brief No. 1 February 2016

Preventing Violent Extremism in Kenya: Policy Options

Patrick Mutahi

A Policy Content Evaluation of 
Kenya’s National Strategy to Counter 
Violent Extremism

Mikewa Ogada


